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You can talk about future events in English using the 
verb “will.” This construction has several meanings, 
which are all different from the future using “going to.”

New language  Future tense with “will”

Vocabulary  Weather

New skill  Making predictions and promises

Predictions and promises

FILL IN THE GAPS WITH EITHER “WILL” OR “TO BE” WITH “GOING TO”

TIP
Remember to use the  

future with “going to” for 
predictions based on current 
evidence, and for decisions  

made before the time  
of speaking.

This decision was not 
planned in advance.

KEY LANGUAGE THE FUTURE USING “WILL”

To make a 
prediction about 
what you think 
will happen.

To offer to  
do something 
for someone.

To make a 
promise.

To describe a 
decision you’ve 
just made.

This prediction is not 
based on evidence.

English uses “will” when talking about the future in four main ways:
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS  
IN FULL SENTENCES

MARK WHETHER EACH SENTENCE IS A PREDICTION, OFFER, PROMISE,  
OR DECISION

Carla is talking to her sister Stacey on the  
phone about her plans for the evening.

Prediction Offer Promise Decision

Prediction Offer Promise Decision

Prediction Offer Promise Decision

Prediction Offer Promise Decision

Prediction Offer Promise Decision
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Add an adverb after ‘‘will’’ to show how likely  
you think the future action is to occur.

Like the future with “going to,” the future with “will” is often used  
to say what someone thinks or knows about the future. 

KEY LANGUAGE ADVERBS WITH “WILL”

KEY LANGUAGE VERBS THAT MODIFY THE FUTURE WITH “WILL”

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORD IN EACH SENTENCE

Shows the “will” phrase is unlikely.

Shows the “will” phrase is certain.
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MATCH THE MODIFYING ADVERBS TO THE 
ACTIVITIES YOU HEAR

READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

CHECKLIST

 Future tense with “will”   Weather   Making predictions and promises  
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